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Abstract 

A self-disentangling data storage technique. Machine-readable data is 
stored by a data storage media, such as a magnetic tape or floppy drive. A 
software program for interpreting the data and requests for access to the data is 
5 also stored on the data storage media. The program allows the data to be 
retrieved using multiple different request types and interpreted in accordance 
with multiple different data formats. The invention overcomes disadvantages 
of prior storage techniques since the data can be completely or partially 
reconstructed, as needed. Further, the invention isolates the data storage format 
10 from the application used to generate the data so as to minimize problems 
caused by outdated data storage formats. 
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